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#NZ17, our fourth annual Verdical Group net zero conference, has sold out 

again with 600+ attendees, 45 exhibitors, 40 speakers and 3 inspiring 

keynotes including the California State Senate President Pro Tempore, Mr. 

Kevin De Leon. 

Take a tour of the beautiful net zero IBEW-NECA facility today, to see how net 

zero is done. Our host venue is one of the highest profile net zero buildings in 

the country, which makes it the perfect home for this yearôs Net Zero 2017 

Conference ïthe nationôs largest net zero building event.

NZ17 is where the net zero movement happens, so roll up your sleeves and 

dive in. Our expo hall is packed with leadership companies and if you think 

your company should be counted as a leader talk to us today about exhibiting 

next year in 2018. Weôre sure the momentum will continue to grow. 

Best, 

Drew Shula

Founder & Principal 

Verdical Group

Hi Friends, 

As they say in the recent Hollywood 

hit La La Land, "It's another day of suuun" 

in Los Angeles. Welcome to the City of 

Angels, where the sun is shining brightly, 

the solar panels are installed, and the 

meters are running backward! 
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ñCalifornia is pushing harder than ever on climate action goals. Southern California Edison 

(SCE) is excited to have the opportunity to act as a catalyst for this move to a low carbon and 

prosperous economy that the people of California want. Sponsoring the Net Zero Conference 

is one clear way for us to do this. The Net Zero Conference has proven to be a local hotbed 

of lively industry collaboration, dedicated to climate action in the building industry.ò

ñThe Verdical Group Net Zero Conference is a great 

opportunity to communicate our message of energy 

efficiency, and future natural gas technologies to both 

local and national environmental leaders. As the 

largest ZNE conference in the nation, this provides  
SoCalGas®the opportunity to spread that message to a 

vast amount of customers within our service territory

and beyond.ò
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August 25, 2017  @  LA Cleantech Incubator (LACI)

August 23, 2017  @  IBEW-NECA Net Zero Plus Facility

PARTNERS

CARBON OFFSET SPONSOR

Register here: www.living-future.org/events/net-positive-energy-power-living-

building-challenge-workshop

Sold out.



KEYNOTES

Dr. Chris Luebkeman
Fellow, Director for Global Foresight,

Research and Innovation

Arup

R. Rex Parris is a Lancaster, California 

native who was first elected as Mayor in 

2008. Currently serving his fourth term, 

Parrisôs leadership revolves around the 

overall well-being of Lancaster residents, 

with emphasis on public safety, crime 

reduction, community health and 

wellness, as well as community and civic 

pride; all of which have resonated well 

among citizens and constituents, in 

addition to gaining Parris nationwide 

recognition.  Demonstrating the Cityôs 

municipal fortitude and progressiveness, 

Parris has been at the forefront of 

repositioning Lancaster as a global 

leader in the field of alternative energy. 

Under his auspices, Parris has led the 

City into forward-thinking unique 

partnerships with innovative 

organizations from all over the world. 

These relationships led to the 

establishment of many more residential 

solar communities and municipal solar 

ordinances, as well as Lancaster 

becoming home to BYDôs first North 

American electric bus manufacturing 

plant and battery storage facility. Mayor 

Parrisô tenacity for serving his community 

with a ñcan doò attitude has garnered 

many municipal ñfirsts,ò including 

shepherding the City of Lancaster to 

becoming one of the worldôs first Zero-

Net Energy Cities. 

Kevin de León
California State Senate

President Pro Tempore

Californiaôs 24th District

Kevin de León is currently serving in the 

California State Senate as the current 

Senate President Pro Tempore.  He is the 

first person of Latin American descent to 

hold the office in nearly 150 years.  De 

León previously served four years as a 

State Assembly member for the 45th

district, which includes areas such as 

Hollywood, Silver Lake, Chinatown, 

Highland Park, and many others.  

Prior to his career in public service, De 

León worked as an educator teaching 

U.S. citizenship courses.  He remains a 

member of the California Teachersô 

Association to this day.

The crux of De Le·nôs distinguished work 

as a legislator has centered around issues 

effecting the environment, the working 

poor, and public safety; de León famously 

co-chaired Proposition 39 ïThe California 

Clean Energy Jobs Act ïwhich has 

accelerated job growth in Californiaôs 

clean energy sector. His 2012 proposition 

to create a state-run retirement savings 

plan for low-income workers made 

national headlines as the first of its kind to 

be introduced. Further examples of De 

Le·nôs work include championing bills that 

improve energy efficiency in schools, and 

create more space for urban parks.

Chrisôs interest in the built environment 

blossomed early, propelling him to pursue 

a multi-faceted education, beginning with 

engineering and culminating in a 

Doctorate in Architecture from ETH in 

Zurich, a city to which he remains deeply 

connected. Chris gained valuable 

experience as the protégé of esteemed 

Spanish Architect, Santiago Calatrava. 

But, subsequently he turned to his other 

love, education, by accepting teaching 

positions at several prestigious 

universities. In 1999, Chris joined Arup as 

the Co-Director for Research and 

Development. A couple of years later, he 

formed the Foresight, Innovation and 

Incubation team, which has evolved to its 

present form as Foresight + Research + 

Innovation.

Chris spends the majority of his time 

travelling the world to give keynote 

addresses, talks, workshops and expert 

interviews to a wide variety of government 

agencies, non-profits, corporations, 

schools, media outlets and industry 

groups. Ostensibly, Chrisô mission is to 

facilitate conversations about how to best 

embrace change and its effects on the 

built environment, but in so doing he acts 

as an indispensable emissary to the very 

groups whose work intersects with that of 

Arup, building rapport and cultivating 

relationships with future clients.

The Honorable R. Rex Parris
Mayor

City of Lancaster
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SPEAKERS

Lisa Fay Matthiessen

Urban Fabrick


